
​Christmas Eve​
​December 24, 2025​

​4:00 pm​
​Holy Eucharist with Spiritual Communion​

​In-Person and Live-streamed​

​Welcome to the Season of Christmas​

​We are glad that you are with us in this holy season to receive Jesus, the Christ child, God’s greatest​
​gift and promise to us. We look to the New Year with joyful expectation and renewed spirits as we​
​embody the very event we celebrate this evening. Christ is with us, Alleluia! All things are possible,​
​all things are extraordinary. Wherever you are in your journey, we welcome you to Saints James and​
​Andrew, and we invite you into the life of this faith community. We hope you will join us often,​
​and we wish you and yours a blessed Christmas.​

​Our liturgy is drawn primarily from the​​1979 Book​​of Common Prayer​​;​​Enriching Our Worship 1 & 2​​;​
​other approved worship resources from elsewhere within the Anglican Communion; as well as​
​Eucharistic Prayers and Prayers of the People which correlate to the Revised Common Lectionary.​
​We believe that the use of fresh language provides us the opportunity to broaden and deepen our​
​relationship with God.  Our music is drawn primarily from the​​Hymnal 1982​​;​​Wonder, Love, and​
​Praise​​;​​Lift Every Voice and Sing II​​, and other approved​​hymnals. All materials are printed with​
​permission using RiteSeries. Please note that our worship is live-streamed to YouTube.​

​Our Mission​
​We believe God is calling us to cultivate a community of love, joy, hope, and healing. Jesus is our​
​model for a life of faith, compassion, hospitality and service. We strive to be affirming and​
​accessible, welcoming and inclusive; we seek to promote reconciliation, exercise responsible​
​stewardship, and embrace ancient traditions for modern lives.​



​Christmas Memorials and Thanksgivings​

​In loving memory of . . .​

​Amara Emmaline Brown​ ​John and Betts Bednarski​

​Rick Gwosch, Frank & Arlene Gwosch,​
​Minnie Quintana, Muriel Graveline​

​Jared W. Haslett, Earl & Elizabeth Crowley,​
​Margaret & Robert Caithness​

​David & Sarah Hickman and Doris Levanitis​ ​Eleanor & William Keefe​

​Albert & Jane Brown​ ​Sharon Melnick​

​Gun Violence Victims​ ​Jeff Campbell​

​Carol Gardner and Prue O’Donovan​ ​Meaghan Elizabeth Burns​

​John & Amy Hollister​ ​Joan & Fred Knapp​

​Delia Fine​​, Betty & Will Hattendorf,​
​Ann & Sam Heffernon​

​Helen F., Joseph J. Joseph D. Mogelinski, and​
​Evelyn & Freeman Johnson​

​John Greene, Felicia & Harold Finick, and Roberta​
​LaPan​

​Deborah Bickford, William Bickford,​
​Louis-Philippe and Yvette Blais,​

​Alphonse & Roseanna Choquette, Jane & Thomas​
​Hartwell, and Sally Lemieux​

​In thanksgiving for . . .​

​Bruno and Diane Blais​
​Jason, Logan, & Lucas Blais​

​Rebecca Grant​

​Our grandchildren Owen, Milo, Cali, Wesley, Liam,​
​Baby Fox, and Baby McAvoy​

​Our children and grandchildren​
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​Welcome​ ​The Rev. Heather J. Blais​

​The Hymnal 1982​​- #83​ ​O come, all ye faithful​ ​Adeste​​fideles​
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​Opening Acclamation and Collect​

​Blessed are you, holy and living One.​
​You come to your people and set them free.​

​The Collect​

​God be with you. ​
​And also with you. ​
​Let us pray. ​

​O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that​
​we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes​
​to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.​
​Amen.​

​First Reading​ ​Isaiah 9:2-7​ ​Reynolds Whalen​

​The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep​
​darkness– on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;​
​they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the​
​yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken​
​as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in​
​blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;​
​authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting​
​Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the​
​throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness​
​from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.​

​The Word of the Lord.​
​Thanks be to God.​
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​Psalm 96​ ​Kathy Maleno​

​1 Sing to God a new song; *​
​sing to God all the whole earth.​

​2 Sing and bless God’s holy Name; *​
​proclaim the good news of salvation from day to day.​

​3 Declare God’s glory among the nations, *​
​God’s wonders among all peoples.​

​4 For God is great and greatly to be praised, *​
​more to be feared than all gods.​

​5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols, *​
​but it is God who made the heavens.​

​6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of God’s presence! *​
​Oh, the power and the splendor of God’s sanctuary!​

​7 Ascribe to God, you families of the peoples, *​
​ascribe to God honor and power.​

​8 Ascribe due honor to God’s holy Name; *​
​bring offerings and come into God’s courts.​

​9 Worship the Most High in the beauty of holiness; *​
​let the whole earth tremble before God.​

​10 Tell it out among the nations that God reigns! *​
​God has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved​
​and will judge the peoples with equity.​

​11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;​
​let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *​

​let the field be joyful and all that is therein.​
​12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy​

​before God, who will come, *​
​who will come to judge the earth.​

​13 God will judge the world with righteousness *​
​and the peoples with truth​​.​ ​© Order of Saint​​Helena, used by permission​

​Second Reading​ ​Titus 2:11-14​ ​Steve Hussey​

​For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and​
​worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while​
​we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus​
​Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for​
​himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.​

​The Word of the Lord.​
​Thanks be to God.​
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​The Nativity​ ​Eliza & Hendrick Carew​

​This night is like no other night. It is a time to dream and sing our way to Bethlehem. Together, we​
​will find the way. The little town we seek sits in the hill country some ten miles south of Jerusalem.​
​For thousands of years the houses have gathered there on the hilltop like a family breaking bread.​
​“Bethlehem”​​means​​“House of Bread.” In the center​​of the village is a small inn. On this night it is​
​overflowing with people seeking sleep and a place to eat. Behind the inn is a dark stable. A gray​
​donkey chews his barley and broken straw while a weary cow leans and rests after the day’s plowing​
​in the valley. A sheep nearby is nearly asleep. All is still and quiet in the little town.​

​Cows, donkeys, and sheep are brought forward and placed in the manger during hymn.​

​The Hymnal 1982​​- #79​ ​O Little town of Bethlehem​
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​As night gathers, the last two travelers come slowly up the road. Look, there is a young woman​
​about to be a mother. She is walking with her husband. They are Joseph and Mary from Nazareth!​
​They have walked for six days to come to this city where King David was born, so long ago. They​
​have come, like so many others, because the Roman emperor wants to count each one, so he can​
​collect their money as a tax. But it is late, and Mary is so weary. Where will they sleep? There is no​
​room in the inn. They decide to sleep with the animals.​

​Mary and Joseph are brought forward and placed in the manger during hymn.​

​The Hymnal 1982​​- #102​ ​Once in royal David’s city​
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​Stars brighten slowly in the sky. All creation holds its breath. Suddenly, from the stable, comes the​
​cry of a newborn child! Mary gently wraps the baby in a blanket and lays him in the feed box that his​
​father has filled with straw.​

​Baby Jesus is brought forward and placed in the manger during hymn.​

​The Hymnal 1982​​- #101​ ​Away in a manger​

​In the hills outside Bethlehem, shepherds watch their shadowy sheep. All at once, the dark is lost in​
​light, and in the midst of the light is something even brighter: the faces of angels. The fearful​
​shepherds then hear music in the sky, and a voice says clearly, “Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you​
​news of great joy, a joy to be shared by all people. Today in the City of David a Savior is born! He is​
​Christ, the Lord.” Then more angels appear, a whole heavenly host of them, praising God and​
​singing: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to all people, everywhere.” The​
​shepherds run with joy across the fields to Bethlehem to the barn behind the inn. There they find​
​the Holy Family and creep forward, overwhelmed with mystery, to find the Nativity itself in the​
​center of all that love.​

​Angel and Shepherds are brought forward and placed in the manger during hymn.​
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​The Hymnal 1982​​- #109​ ​The first Nowell​
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​Three camels plod up the road to Bethlehem. They have come from the East, far beyond the​
​Arabian Desert, perhaps from as far as the Caspian Sea. The camels carry three kings, the wise ones,​
​the Magi. They are following the wild star, the destiny they had never seen before, and they are​
​following it, wherever it goes, to find the King its shining shows them.​

​Kings are brought forward and placed in the manger during hymn.​

​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- #128​ ​We Three Kings of Orient Are​ ​Three Kings of Orient​
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​The kings’ journey ends in a new kind of king. Their restlessness rests at last. They fall to their knees​
​and give him bright gold, sweet-smelling frankincense and bitter myrrh, brought so far with so much​
​love. So now we all come, following the star, to find God-with-us. We come, as people have come all​
​through the ages, to bring our own gifts to this Child, God’s gift to us. Come forward now. Bring​
​your gifts of stars and of yourselves to place around the manger. Show us the way into the Mystery​
​of Christmas, for this night is holy and filled with joy.​

​Stars are brought forward and placed on the tree during hymn.​

​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- #87​ ​Hark! the herald angels sing​ ​Mendelssohn​
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​The Blessing of the Crèche​

​Let us pray.​

​Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Child has revealed to us the holiness of creation, be​
​pleased to bless and hallow this image of his sacred birth, so that those who gaze upon it may​
​behold this mystery, whereby humanity shares in your very nature; through Christ our Lord.​​Amen.​

​(Source: Book of Occasional Services​ ​2018)​

​Affirmation of Faith​ ​Bill Hattendorf​

​Let us declare our faith in God:​

​We believe in God the Father,​
​from whom every family​
​in heaven and on earth is named.​
​We believe in God the Son,​
​who lives in our hearts through faith,​
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​and fills us with his love.​
​We believe in God the Holy Spirit,​
​who strengthens us​
​with power from on high.​
​We believe in one God;​
​Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.​ ​(Source:​​Church of England, adapted for use at SsJA)​

​The Prayers of the People​ ​Ben Cluff​

​Let us pray to Jesus our Savior. We pray especially for Ann, Elizabeth, Gerda, Jack, Karis, Mary,​
​Mickey, Nancy, Mary, Fred, Linda, Gregg, James, Susan, Katherine, Joan, Meme, Peggy, Barbara,​
​Charlotte, Lyman, Bill, Sheila, and Sarah, We give thanks and remember those for whom Christmas​
​Flowers have been given.​ ​At this time, I invite your​​prayers of thanksgiving or intercession either​
​silently, aloud, or in the comment section of our virtual worship.​

​Silence  -​​the People are invited to add their own​​petitions, thanksgivings, and remembrances silently or aloud.​

​Christ, born in a stable, give courage to all who are unhoused.​
​Jesus, Savior,​​hear our prayer.​

​Christ, for whom the angels sang, give the song of the kingdom to all who weep.​
​Jesus, Savior,​​hear our prayer.​

​Christ, worshiped by the shepherds, give peace on earth to all who are oppressed.​
​Jesus, Savior,​​hear our prayer.​

​Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, give humility and wisdom to all who govern.​
​Jesus, Savior,​​hear our prayer.​

​Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in​
​you.​
​Jesus, Savior,​​hear our prayer.​

​Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, you know us and love us, you share our lives and hear our prayer.​
​Glory to you for ever.​​Amen.​ ​(Source: Church of England)​

​Exchange of Peace​
​Having received God’s word of hope and new life, we share a sign of God’s peace with one another. ​

​The peace of Christ be always with you.​
​And also with you. ​

​Offertory Sentence​
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​The Collection of Gifts and Offerings​
​Your financial gift makes a difference. It supports our mission and ministry; our outreach programs; and provides the​
​necessary resources to care for our church campus, enabling us to share our sacred space with the wider community. To​
​give electronically use this QR code or  text “Give” (978) 525-0712. Your gifts of non-perishable food items support​
​our contribution to the Survival Center.  These items may be placed in the baskets in the Narthex (church entry).​

​The Hymnal 1982​​- #84​ ​Love Came Down at Christmas​

​The Preparation of the Gifts​

​All things come of thee, O Lord,​
​and of thine own have we given thee. Amen.​

​The Great Thanksgiving​
​(from Eucharistic Prayers by Samuel Wells and Abigail​​Kocher, adapted for use at SsJA)​

​The Lord be with you.​
​And also with you.​
​Lift up your hearts.​
​We lift them to the Lord.​
​Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​
​It is right to give our thanks and praise.​
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​Holy are you, embracing God,​
​for through your Word all things came into being,​
​and without you not one thing was made.​

​As your Word spoke through your covenant,​
​you created a people bound to you.​

​Through promise and pardon, slavery and exile,​
​you showed that what had come into being through you was life.​

​Your prophets promised that life as a light for all people,​
​and spoke of a day of comfort and redemption​
​when ruins and waste places would break forth into song.​

​When that day came, and the Word became flesh,​
​your angels sang for joy and put a new song into our hearts.​

​And even when we rejected your Son,​
​you brought forth from his death a resurrection of everlasting glory.​

​You welcome us as your forgiven people, uniting heaven and earth​
​and joining our voices with angels and archangels,​
​in the unending hymn.​

​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- S130​ ​Sanctus​ ​Schubert​
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​Life-giving God, as your Word became flesh and lived among us,​
​come among us now in the fullness of your grace and truth.​

​Make us holy as you are holy, that your Word may become flesh anew today.​
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​Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine​
​and make them be for us the body and blood of Jesus;​

​who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,​
​broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,​
​"Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;​
​do this in remembrance of me."​

​After supper he took the cup.​
​Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,​
​"Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,​
​which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.​

​Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."​

​Great is the mystery of faith.​
​Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.​

​God of glory, make your church a sign of new-born hope in your kingdom.​
​Be born in us today.​
​Where your children are faced with ruin, show them redemption.​
​Where sorrow endures, bring your holy comfort.​
​Where division excludes, give your grace.​
​Where bondage confines, sing your new song.​
​Restore our hope in you, until the day​
​when all that you have brought into being finds its everlasting destiny​
​in the glory of your only Son,​
​when nothing in heaven or on earth falls outside your redeeming purpose,​
​and when all things shall be full of grace and truth in you,​
​one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.​ ​AMEN.​

​The Lord’s Prayer​
​Please pray the version of the Lord's Prayer you hold dear, whether that be  one of these versions or another language, etc.​

​As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray in the language of our hearts:​

​Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your​
​Name, your kingdom come, your will be​
​done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today​
​our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we​
​forgive those who sin against us. Save us​
​from the time of trial, and deliver us from​
​evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the​
​glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.​

​Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be​
​thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be​
​done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this​
​day our daily bread. And forgive us our​
​trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass​
​against us. And lead us not into temptation,​
​but deliver us from evil. For thine is the​
​kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for​
​ever and ever. Amen.​

​The Breaking of the Bread​

​We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.​
​God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.​ ​(Source: Church of England)​
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​Spiritual Communion​

​Please join us for a moment of quiet, and then we invite those worshiping at home and any moved​
​to pray with them in solidarity to join in the prayer for spiritual communion.​

​Silence​

​Let us pray:​

​Living God, holy Christ, we offer you praise and thanksgiving as we proclaim your​
​resurrection.  We who do not receive the sacrament of bread and wine today long for your​
​spiritual presence, that we may be strengthened by your grace, and that we may draw​
​ever-closer to you and to one another.  We pray you, come into our hearts, that we may live​
​in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come.  Amen.​

​Invitation & Distribution of Communion ​
​We believe all are welcome at God’s table, no exceptions. If you would like to receive communion please come forward with outstretched hands,​
​and the clergy will place the bread into the palm of your hand. If you choose, you may also take a sip from the cup (wine). If you wish to​
​abstain from receiving the cup, know that the Church has always taught the fullness of the sacrament is received even when only one form is​
​received. It is customary to respond “Amen” when given the bread, and again when receiving the cup. If you need a gluten free wafer, please tell​
​the clergy. If you would prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest and the clergy will offer a blessing.​

​The Prayer after Communion​

​Let us give thanks for this meal:​

​Almighty God,​
​in this night you have made known to us again​
​the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:​
​confirm our faith and fix our eyes on Christ​
​until the day dawns​
​and Christ the Morning Star rises in our hearts.​
​To Christ be glory both now and for ever. Amen.​ ​(Source: Church of England, adapted for use at SsJA)​

​The Blessing​
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​The Hymnal 1982​​- #100​ ​Joy to the world!​
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​Dismissal​

​This service has ended. Now let ours begin.​
​Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. Alleluia, Alleluia!​
​Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!​ ​(Source: Church of England, adapted for use at SsJA)​

​Postlude​ ​From Heaven Above to Earth I Come​ ​Johann​​Pachelbel (1653-1706)​

​Announcements​

​Pledge Notice - Christmas Offering:​
​This week we invite those whose finances allow, to consider making a special donation to our​
​parish's mission and outreach efforts. For those who use pledge envelopes, please use the​
​‘Christmas’ offering envelope; otherwise please donate on our​​website​​or by check, noting​
​‘Christmas’ in the memo line. Thank you for your faithful generosity supporting our mission and​
​ministry.​

​You are invited to our Children’s Chapel Services​
​We invite children to gather for singing, stories, and crafts during the first half of Sunday services:​
​Jan 4, 18; Feb 1, 22; Mar 1, 15, 29; Apr 12, 26; May 3, 17.  If you have questions or interest in​
​volunteering to help with Children's Chapel, please contact Cara Hins at​​cara.hins@gmail.com​​.​
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​Christmas Worship Schedule​

​Come worship with us during the 12 Days of Christmas to celebrate the coming of Christ in the​
​nativity and Christ's coming again in power and great glory. All are welcomed at the manger.​

​Attend worship in-person or virtually via YouTube:​​@churchofsaintsjamesandandrew/live​
​Leaflets may be found on our website:​​www.saintsjamesandandrew.org​

​Worship Times​
​Christmas Eve​
​Dec 24 at 4:00pm      Family Service with Holy Eucharist and Carols​
​Dec 24 at 8:30pm      Prelude of Carols​
​Dec 24 at 9:00pm      Holy Eucharist (featuring choral music)​

​Christmas Day​
​Dec 25 at 9:00am     Holy Eucharist (featuring music)​
​Dec 25 at 12:00pm   Bell Ringing​
​Parishioners will gather to ring the bell for ten minutes at 12 p.m., as churches across Greenfield ring their bells on​
​Christmas Day.​

​First Sunday of Christmas​
​December 28 at 10:00am Lessons & Carols with Holy Eucharist​

​Please note the office will be closed December 24-January 1.​

​Donate​
​Your financial gift makes a difference. It supports our mission and ministry; our outreach programs; and provides the necessary​
​resources to care for our church campus, enabling us to share our sacred space with the wider community. To give electronically use​
​this QR code or  text “Give” (978) 525-0712.​

​Worship Leaflets & More​
​To view our electronic worship leaflet or learn more about Saints James and Andrew, visit our website by using this QR code or​
​fill out a welcome card available in the pews to let the clergy know you are interested in connecting or learning more.​

​The Episcopal Church of Ss. James & Andrew​ ​Clergy​
​8 Church Street, Greenfield, Massachusetts 01301​ ​The Rt. Rev. Dr. Douglas J. Fisher, Bishop​
​Office - 413-773-3925​ ​The Rev. Heather J. Blais, Rector​
​Email:​​office@saintsjamesandandrew.org​
​www.saintsjamesandandrew.org​ ​Parish Musician​
​YouTube:​​@churchofsaintsjamesandandrew​ ​Joseph DiMarino​
​Facebook: @​​saintsjamesandandrew​
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