
​Meet the Vestry​
​The Vestry is our governing board and consists of elected lay-members and the Rector. We are​
​responsible for defining and articulating the mission of the congregation; to support the church's​
​mission by word and deed, to select the rector, to ensure effective organization and planning,​
​and to manage resources and finances. In order to serve on the Vestry, one is required to be a​
​confirmed Episcopalian, make a financial pledge to the parish, be present and participate in​
​parish life.​​Learn more​​about the history of the vestry.​

​Our Vestry has five Officers who run for their position annually, and can serve for one year or​
​several depending on the needs of a parish. These positions are​​Warden​​, Treasurer, Assistant​
​Treasurer, and​​Clerk​​. At each Annual Meeting, we also​​elect a new class of two vestry members​
​who will serve three year terms. They are eligible to run for two consecutive three year terms.​
​The terms are staggered, so that at any given time, only a few folks are transitioning on or off​
​the Vestry. When an elected member leaves a position early, and someone finishes out their​
​term, that person will still be eligible to run for two consecutive three year terms. The Rector is​
​the presiding officer of the Vestry who organizes and facilitates the work with the wisdom and​
​support of the clergy, wardens, and other officers.​

​To help our parish get to know our new Vestry, we asked each member to answer the following​
​three questions:​

​We asked each Vestry Members to answer the following three questions:​
​1.​ ​What are your pronouns?​
​2.​ ​What is your favorite ministry at SsJA?​
​3.​ ​What aspects of the Vestry’s work are you most looking forward to this year?​

​Ben Cluff, Co-Warden​
​(he/his/him)​

​My favorite ministry is coming together each week for worship and to​
​celebrate the Eucharist.​

​I look forward to the development of a practical plan for guiding our​
​future efforts, with God's help.​

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/vestry/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/wardens-of-a-parish/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/glossary/clerk-vestry/


​Reynolds Whalen, Co-Warden​
​(he/him)​

​My favorite ministry in the youth group. I love being a part of their​
​ongoing journey of creating community.​

​I'm most looking forward to being a warden and getting more involved​
​in all aspects of parish life.​

​Mary Johnson, Treasurer​
​(she/her/hers)​

​My favorite ministry is Altar Guild, however I need to also say being​
​on   the Finance Committee as a newbie is a learning experience. I​
​look forward to learning the ropes of this new position as Treasurer​
​and learning all the aspects of this position and parish life.​

​Karen Greene, Assistant Treasurer​
​(she/her)​

​Finance Team (of course!).  Great group of people looking out for our​
​financial resources.​

​Being a new member of the Property Committee, a group under the​
​Vestry's purview, I am excited to be part of a team looking out for our​
​brick and mortar.  I am part of the Strong House Task Force Committee​

​that has been charged with determining the future use of that building and looking forward to​
​what we can bring to the Vestry with our findings.​



​Julie Carew, Clerk​
​(she/her/hers)​

​So hard to choose! I love serving at Second Helpings, and it has been​
​exciting to see the new developments in ministry to young families,​
​among many others.​

​Connecting with the other church members on the vestry, coming​
​together and sharing time in scripture, prayer and the thoughtfulness​

​that is shared among us as we consider all that is put before us. It's a beautiful picture of​
​community and I greatly appreciate what goes into each decision we make. I really do look​
​forward to each meeting together!​

​Allyson Michal, Class of 2027​
​(she/her/hers)​

​Children's Chapel- Looking forward to growing this Ministry with my​
​fellow parents and community members!​
​I'm looking forward to helping navigate the changes coming our way​
​and finding new direction for outreach and community engagement.​

​alyssa kai, Class of 2027​
​(she/her/hers)​

​I deeply care about Digital Ministry, as I often need to attend from​
​home. It's fun to show people the church beyond what one can see​
​from a pew!!​

​I am looking forward to learning about the Vestry and discovering​
​what I can bring​​to our​​shared table !​

​Jeanne Canteen, Class of 2028​
​(​​she/her/hers)​

​My favorite ministry is LEM and LEV.  Can’t pick just one!  Participating​
​in the service on the altar is a special time and taking communion to​
​someone who needs it is one way of paying it forward.​



​I rejoined the Vestry this year to participate in the Strategic Planning process.​

​Erin Donnally Drake,​​Class of 2029​
​(she/her)​

​My favorite ministry is Second Helpings. I love the sense of​
​community we have each week, the dedication of the volunteers, and​
​the collaboration between my workplace (Deerfield Academy) and my​
​place of worship.​

​I am looking forward to learning all I can about the Vestry, the​
​decision-making of the church, and understanding where I can be helpful in supporting the​
​mission of SsJA.​

​Fred Momaney, Class of 2029​
​(he/him)​

​My favorite ministry is Sunday Soup And Sandwiches. I look forward​
​to helping the parish reach sustainable financial footing while fulfilling​
​our  mission.​

​Rev. Heather J. Blais, Rector​
​(she/her)​

​My favorite ministry at SsJA is our communal worship each week,​
​where we are nourished in word and sacrament, encouraged in our​
​faith, and go back into the world to be Christ’s hands and heart in​
​God’s world. I am looking forward to resolving our ceiling work and​
​the possibility of an ecumenical pilgrimage this summer.​


