
​The First Sunday after Christmas​
​Lessons and Carols​
​December 28, 2025​

​10:00 am​
​Holy Eucharist with Spiritual Communion​

​In-Person and Live-streamed​

​Welcome to the Season of Christmas​

​We are glad that you are with us in this holy season to receive Jesus, the Christ child, God’s greatest​
​gift and promise to us. We look to the New Year with joyful expectation and renewed spirits as we​
​embody the very event we celebrate this morning. Christ is with us, Alleluia! All things are​
​possible, all things are extraordinary. Wherever you are in your journey, we welcome you to Saints​
​James and Andrew, and we invite you into the life of this faith community. We hope you will join​
​us often, and we wish you and yours a blessed Christmas.​

​Our liturgy is drawn primarily from the​​1979 Book​​of Common Prayer​​;​​Enriching Our Worship 1 & 2​​;​
​other approved worship resources from elsewhere within the Anglican Communion; as well as​
​Eucharistic Prayers and Prayers of the People which correlate to the Revised Common Lectionary.​
​We believe that the use of fresh language provides us the opportunity to broaden and deepen our​
​relationship with God.  Our music is drawn primarily from the​​Hymnal 1982​​;​​Wonder, Love, and​
​Praise​​;​​Lift Every Voice and Sing II​​, and other approved​​hymnals. All materials are printed with​
​permission using RiteSeries. Please note that our worship is live-streamed to YouTube.​

​Our Mission​
​We believe God is calling us to cultivate a community of love, joy, hope, and healing. Jesus is our​
​model for a life of faith, compassion, hospitality and service. We strive to be affirming and​
​accessible, welcoming and inclusive; we seek to promote reconciliation, exercise responsible​
​stewardship, and embrace ancient traditions for modern lives.​



​Christmas Memorials and Thanksgivings​

​In loving memory of . . .​

​Amara Emmaline Brown​ ​John and Betts Bednarski​

​Rick Gwosch, Frank & Arlene Gwosch,​
​Minnie Quintana, Muriel Graveline​

​Jared W. Haslett, Earl & Elizabeth Crowley,​
​Margaret & Robert Caithness​

​David & Sarah Hickman and Doris Levanitis​ ​Eleanor & William Keefe​

​Albert & Jane Brown​ ​Sharon Melnick​

​Gun Violence Victims​ ​Jeff Campbell​

​Carol Gardner and Prue O’Donovan​ ​Meaghan Elizabeth Burns​

​John & Amy Hollister​ ​Joan & Fred Knapp​

​Delia Fine​​, Betty & Will Hattendorf,​
​Ann & Sam Heffernon​

​Helen F., Joseph J. Joseph D. Mogelinski, and​
​Evelyn & Freeman Johnson​

​John Greene, Felicia & Harold Finick, and Roberta​
​LaPan​

​Deborah Bickford, William Bickford,​
​Louis-Philippe and Yvette Blais,​

​Alphonse & Roseanna Choquette, Jane & Thomas​
​Hartwell, and Sally Lemieux​

​In thanksgiving for . . .​

​Bruno and Diane Blais​
​Jason, Logan, & Lucas Blais​

​Rebecca Grant​

​Our grandchildren Owen, Milo, Cali, Wesley, Liam,​
​Baby Fox, and Baby McAvoy​

​Our children and grandchildren​
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​Prelude​ ​“Christmas” Concerto, opus 6, no. VIII​ ​Arcangelo​​Corelli (1653-1713)​
​Vivace-Grave; Vivace; Adagio-Allegro-Adagio;​

​Allegro-Pastorale (Larghetto)​ ​arr. Thomas Billington (1782)​

​Welcome​ ​The Rev. Heather J. Blais​

​Ringing for Remembrance​
​There have been 14,278 gun related deaths this year, of which  973 have taken place in the past month.  There have​
​been 393 mass shootings so far this year. This data was taken from the​​Gun Violence Archive​​on December 23,​
​2025.​

​About Lessons & Carols​
​Today’s service of Lessons & Carols is an evolution of the original Service of Nine Lessons with Carols, first drawn up in the​
​Church of England by Edward Benson, during his tenure as Bishop of Truro (1877 - 1882) for use in his cathedral. It was​
​simplified and adapted for use in the chapel of King’s College, Cambridge, in 1918 by the Dean, Eric Milner-White, who wrote​
​the Bidding Prayer that we have adapted for our use today. Today we will be using selected readings from the Church of​
​England’s sequence focusing on readings from the Gospel of Luke.​

​The Hymnal 1982​​- #102​ ​Once in royal David’s city​ ​Irby​
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​Bidding Prayer​

​I welcome you, on behalf of Saints James and Andrew​

​We have come together as the family of God, in our Creator’s presence, to celebrate the great festival​
​of Christmas. In this service we hear and receive the good news of the birth of Christ and we offer​
​to God our thanksgiving in the joyful singing of carols.​

​As we gather together in the name of Christ, we pray for the world Christ came to save:​

​for the Church, that it may be enabled in our generation to surrender anew to God’s holy Wisdom,​
​and bear the good news of God’s love to a needy world;​

​for the world, which is already Christ’s, that all its peoples may recognize their responsibility for its​
​future, and may be inspired by the message of Christmas to work together for the establishment of​
​justice, freedom and peace everywhere;​

​for all in special need, those facing sickness, anxiety, loneliness, fear, and grief, that the peace and​
​light of the Christ-child may bring hope and healing to all who sit in darkness.​ ​We pray especially for​
​Ann, Elizabeth, Gerda, Jack, John, Karis, Mary, Mickey, Nancy, Mary, Fred, James, Susan, Katherine,​
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​Joan, Barbara, Charlotte, Lyman, Bill, Sheila, Sarah, Peggy, Joni, Chloe, Cooper, Cindy, and Hannah,​
​as well as Doris Burns who will receive a visit from our Eucharistic Visitors. The sanctuary candle is​
​given in thanksgiving of Logan Blais on their 18th birthday. We give thanks and remember those for​
​whom Christmas Flowers have been given.​​At this time, I invite your prayers of thanksgiving or​
​intercession either silently, aloud, or in the comment section of our virtual worship.​

​Silence  -​​the People are invited to add their own​​petitions, thanksgivings, and remembrances silently or aloud.​

​We commend all whom we love, or who have asked for our prayers, to the unfailing mercy of our​
​Creator.​​Amen.​ ​(Source: Church of England,​​adapted for use at SsJA)​

​The First Lesson​ ​Luke 1:5-25​ ​Molly Scherm​
​The Annunciation to Zechariah​

​In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the​
​priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of​
​them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and​
​regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were​
​getting on in years.​

​Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot,​
​according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense.​
​Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.​
​Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.​
​When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him,​
​‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a​
​son, and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth,​
​for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before​
​his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord​
​their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to​
​their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared​
​for the Lord.’ Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and​
​my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and​
​I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not​
​believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until​
​the day these things occur.’​

​Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. When​
​he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the​
​sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service was​
​ended, he went to his home.​

​After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She​
​said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably on me and took away the​
​disgrace I have endured among my people.’​

​Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.​
​Thanks be to God.​
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​Wonder, Love, & Praise​ ​- #889​ ​WLP 889 The Song of Zechariah​ ​Canticle 16​
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​The Second Lesson​ ​Luke 1:26-38​ ​Wendy Herzig​
​The Annunciation to Mary​

​In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a​
​virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was​
​Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was​
​much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to​
​her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in​
​your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son​
​of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign​
​over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel,​
​‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you,​
​and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he​
​will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;​
​and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with​
​God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your​
​word.’ Then the angel departed from her.​

​Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.​
​Thanks be to God.​
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​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- #265​ ​The Angel Gabriel from Heaven​​Came​ ​Gabriel’s Message​
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​The Third Lesson​ ​Luke 1:39-56​ ​Charlie Houghton​
​The visit of Mary to Elizabeth​

​In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she​
​entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the​
​child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,​
​‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened​
​to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting,​
​the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment​
​of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’​

​And Mary said,​

​‘My soul magnifies the Lord,​
​and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,​

​for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.​
​Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;​

​for the Mighty One has done great things for me,​
​and holy is his name.​

​His mercy is for those who fear him​
​from generation to generation.​

​He has shown strength with his arm;​
​he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.​

​He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,​
​and lifted up the lowly;​

​he has filled the hungry with good things,​
​and sent the rich away empty.​

​He has helped his servant Israel,​
​in remembrance of his mercy,​

​according to the promise he made to our ancestors,​
​to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’​

​And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her home.​

​Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.​
​Thanks be to God.​
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​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- #268​ ​Ye who claim the faith of​​Jesus​ ​Julion​
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​The Fourth Lesson​ ​Luke 1:57-67​ ​Tupper Brown​
​The birth of John​

​Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours and relatives​
​heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.​

​On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah​
​after his father. But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘None of your​
​relatives has this name.’ Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted​
​to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them were​
​amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising​
​God. Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the​
​entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child​
​become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.​

​Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.​
​Thanks be to God.​
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​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- #272​ ​The great forerunner of the​​morn​ ​The Truth From Above​

​12​



​The Fifth Lesson​ ​Luke 2:1-7​ ​Mike Maleno​
​The birth of Jesus​

​In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.​
​This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their​
​own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the​
​city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He​
​went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While​
​they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son​
​and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them​
​in the inn.​

​Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.​
​Thanks be to God.​

​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- #112​ ​In the Bleak Midwinter​ ​Cranham​
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​The Sixth Lesson​ ​Luke 2:8-20​ ​Audley Robinson​
​The shepherds​

​In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then​
​an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they​
​were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news​
​of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the​
​Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and​
​lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising​
​God and saying,​

​‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,​
​and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’​

​When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go​
​now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So​
​they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw​
​this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed​
​at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her​
​heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had​
​been told them.​

​Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.​
​Thanks be to God.​
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​Anthem​ ​When Christ Was Born of Mary Free [1963]​ ​John​​Gardner (1917 - 2011)​
​1. When Christ was born of Mary free,​

​in Bethlem in that fair city,​
​angels sung e’er with mirth and glee,​
​in excelsis gloria, Christo paremus cantica in excelsis gloria.​

​2. Herdmen beheld these angels bright,​
​to them appeared with great light,​
​and said “God’s son is born this night”: in excelsis gloria….​

​3. This king is come to save his kind,​
​in the scripture as we find,​
​therefore this song we have in mind: in excelsis gloria….​

​4. Then, dear Lord, for thy great grace,​
​grant us the bliss to see thy face,​
​where we may sing to thy solace. in excelsis gloria….​ ​Anon., 15th century​

​The Seventh Lesson​ ​Luke 2:22-28​ ​Ben Cluff​
​The Presentation in the Temple​

​When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to​
​Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male​
​shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in​
​the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’​

​Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,​
​looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed​
​to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.​
​Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,​
​to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God.​

​Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.​
​Thanks be to God.​
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​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- #499​ ​Lord God, you now have set​​your servant free​ ​Song 1​
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​The Eighth Lesson​ ​Titus 2:11-14, 3:3-7​ ​Heather​
​The Grace of God has appeared for the salvation of​​all​

​For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and​
​worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while​
​we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus​
​Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for​
​himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.​

​For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures,​
​passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another. But when the goodness and​
​loving-kindness of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of​
​righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and​
​renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour,​
​so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal​
​life.​

​Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.​
​Thanks be to God.​
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​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- #82​ ​Of the Father's love begotten​ ​Divinum mysterium​

​The Collect​ ​Heather​

​God be with you. ​
​And also with you. ​
​Let us pray. ​

​Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light,​
​enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives​
​and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.​​Amen.​
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​Exchange of Peace​
​Having received God’s word of hope and new life, we share a sign of God’s peace with one another. ​

​The peace of Christ be always with you.​
​And also with you. ​

​Offertory Sentence​

​The Collection of Gifts and Offerings​
​Your financial gift makes a difference. It supports our mission and ministry; our outreach programs; and provides the​
​necessary resources to care for our church campus, enabling us to share our sacred space with the wider community. To​
​give electronically use this QR code or  text “Give” (978) 525-0712. Your gifts of non-perishable food items support​
​our contribution to the Survival Center.  These items may be placed in the baskets in the Narthex (church entry).​
​blank line​

​Offertory Anthem​ ​Gloria​ ​Antonio Vivaldi (1678-1741)​

​I. Gloria in excelsis Deo.​

​The Preparation of the Gifts​

​All things come of thee, O Lord,​
​and of thine own have we given thee. Amen.​

​The Great Thanksgiving​
​(from Eucharistic Prayers by Samuel Wells and Abigail​​Kocher, adapted for use at SsJA)​

​The Lord be with you.​
​And also with you.​
​Lift up your hearts.​
​We lift them to the Lord.​
​Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.​
​It is right to give our thanks and praise.​

​Holy are you, embracing God,​
​for through your Word all things came into being,​
​and without you not one thing was made.​

​As your Word spoke through your covenant,​
​you created a people bound to you.​

​Through promise and pardon, slavery and exile,​
​you showed that what had come into being through you was life.​

​Your prophets promised that life as a light for all people,​
​and spoke of a day of comfort and redemption​
​when ruins and waste places would break forth into song.​

​When that day came, and the Word became flesh,​
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​your angels sang for joy and put a new song into our hearts.​
​And even when we rejected your Son,​
​you brought forth from his death a resurrection of everlasting glory.​

​You welcome us as your forgiven people, uniting heaven and earth​
​and joining our voices with angels and archangels,​
​in the unending hymn.​

​The Hymnal 1982​ ​- S130​ ​Sanctus​ ​Schubert​
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​Life-giving God, as your Word became flesh and lived among us,​
​come among us now in the fullness of your grace and truth.​

​Make us holy as you are holy, that your Word may become flesh anew today.​
​Send your Holy Spirit upon this bread and wine​
​and make them be for us the body and blood of Jesus;​

​who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks,​
​broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,​
​"Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you;​
​do this in remembrance of me."​
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​After supper he took the cup.​
​Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying,​
​"Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant,​
​which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.​

​Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."​

​Great is the mystery of faith.​
​Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.​

​God of glory, make your church a sign of new-born hope in your kingdom.​
​Be born in us today.​
​Where your children are faced with ruin, show them redemption.​
​Where sorrow endures, bring your holy comfort.​
​Where division excludes, give your grace.​
​Where bondage confines, sing your new song.​
​Restore our hope in you, until the day​
​when all that you have brought into being finds its everlasting destiny​
​in the glory of your only Son,​
​when nothing in heaven or on earth falls outside your redeeming purpose,​
​and when all things shall be full of grace and truth in you,​
​one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.​ ​AMEN.​

​The Lord’s Prayer​
​Please pray the version of the Lord's Prayer you hold dear, whether that be  one of these versions or another language, etc.​

​As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray in the language of our hearts:​

​Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your​
​Name, your kingdom come, your will be​
​done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today​
​our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we​
​forgive those who sin against us. Save us​
​from the time of trial, and deliver us from​
​evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the​
​glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.​

​Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be​
​thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be​
​done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this​
​day our daily bread. And forgive us our​
​trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass​
​against us. And lead us not into temptation,​
​but deliver us from evil. For thine is the​
​kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for​
​ever and ever. Amen.​

​The Breaking of the Bread​

​We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.​
​God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.​ ​(Source: Church of England)​

​Spiritual Communion​

​Please join us for a moment of quiet, and then we invite those worshiping at home and any moved​
​to pray with them in solidarity to join in the prayer for spiritual communion.​

​Silence​
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​Let us pray:​

​Living God, holy Christ, we offer you praise and thanksgiving as we proclaim your​
​resurrection.  We who do not receive the sacrament of bread and wine today long for your​
​spiritual presence, that we may be strengthened by your grace, and that we may draw​
​ever-closer to you and to one another.  We pray you, come into our hearts, that we may live​
​in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come.  Amen.​

​Invitation & Distribution of Communion ​
​We believe all are welcome at God’s table, no exceptions. If you would like to receive communion please come forward with outstretched hands,​
​and the clergy will place the bread into the palm of your hand. If you choose, you may also take a sip from the cup (wine). If you wish to​
​abstain from receiving the cup, know that the Church has always taught the fullness of the sacrament is received even when only one form is​
​received. It is customary to respond “Amen” when given the bread, and again when receiving the cup. If you need a gluten free wafer, please tell​
​the clergy. If you would prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest and the clergy will offer a blessing.​

​The Hymnal 1982​​- #84​ ​Love Came Down at Christmas​
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​The Prayer after Communion​

​Let us give thanks for this meal:​

​Almighty God,​
​whose Word has come among us​
​in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:​
​may the light of faith illumine our hearts​
​and shine in our words and deeds;​
​through Christ our Lord. Amen.​ ​(Source:​​Church of England, adapted for use at SsJA)​

​The Blessing​

​Announcements​

​24​



​The Hymnal 1982​​- #92​ ​On This Day Earth Shall Ring​

​Dismissal​

​This service has ended. Now let ours begin.​
​Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. Alleluia, Alleluia!​
​Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia!​ ​(Source: Church of England, adapted for use at SsJA)​

​Postlude​ ​In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 729​ ​J. S. Bach (1685-1750)​
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​This Sunday, December 28:​

​Directory Updates  - See Vestry Member in Narthex​
​The 2026 Directory will be published and distributed at our Annual Meeting and we are​
​currently seeking directory edits and updates. On Sundays December 14, 21, and 28 a Vestry​
​member will be present with our most up to date contact information, and will ask folks to​
​confirm it is correct. There will be a form to fill out for anyone with updates. If you do not​
​plan to be present on those Sundays, and are unsure what information we have on file,​
​please contact the office at​​office@saintsjamesandandrew.org​​by December 28.​

​Fall Giving Campaign Shifts into Next Phase​
​Thank you to all who have​​pledged to support our parish​​in the coming year.​​The campaign’s​
​offering now totals​​77 pledges, totaling $184,394.68​​In this next phase of the campaign, our​
​Fall Giving Campaign Team is reaching out individually by email, and inviting members to​
​consider supporting our parish financially in 2026.  Thank you -​​it’s enormously exciting to​
​think about what our giving can make possible! - Fall Giving Campaign Team​

​This week, December 29-January 3:​

​December 31 - No Midweek Eucharist​
​Please note there will not be a midweek eucharist or service on December 31. Folks are​
​encouraged to pray Morning Prayer at home.​

​January 2  - Office Reopens at 9:30 a.m.​
​Please note the office will be closed December 24-January 1, and reopens Friday, January 2.​

​Next Sunday, January 4:​

​Children’s Chapel at 10 a.m.​
​We invite children to gather for singing, stories, and crafts during the first half of Sunday​
​services: Jan 4, 18; Feb 1, 22; Mar 1, 15, 29; Apr 12, 26; May 3, 17.  If you have questions or​
​interest in volunteering to help with Children's Chapel, please contact Cara Hins at​
​cara.hins@gmail.com​​.​

​DeGreening of the Church at 11:15 a.m.​
​Help needed. After worship, we will de-green the church following Christmas, and we would​
​love to have help removing garlands, swags, wreaths; taking down creche; returning advent​
​wreaths and manger to attic, etc. We would especially appreciate having volunteers who are​
​handy with tools, tall, and/or comfortable climbing ladders.  No need for prior signups - just​
​plan to remain after the service.  Many hands make light work!​
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​Notices:​

​Annual Ministry Reports - due January 9​
​We ask that you please fill out each ministry team's annual report​​HERE​​by Friday, January​
​9. If you are unsure if you need to submit a report or have questions, please contact our​
​Parish Administrator at​​office@saintsjamesandandrew.org​​.​

​Coming Soon​

​January 6 at 6:30 p.m. - Feast of the Epiphany in All Saints Chapel​
​Come join us for a special Feast of Epiphany worship in our cozy All Saints Chapel on​
​Tuesday, January 6 at 6:30 p.m. Following the worship we'll gather in the Meeting Room for​
​some herbal tea and​​French King Cake​​. The cake has​​a hidden baby figure inside, and the​
​one who discovers it will be made 'Monarch' for the year. This is an opportunity to sing​
​Epiphany hymns, break out our prayer books, and enjoy some time together in community.​

​January 11 at 9 a.m. - Budget Presentation with Q&A​
​We will be offering a detailed budget presentation with the opportunity for question and​
​answer on Sunday, January 11 at 9 a.m. in the Whiteman Room. We hope you will join us.​

​January 25 at 9 a.m. - Community Sunday & Annual Meeting​
​Our Annual Meeting will be held at 9 a.m. in the Whiteman Room. We anticipate offering a​
​hybrid meeting (using Zoom and our new Owl Lab Meeting equipment - funded by a 2025​
​diocesan ministry development grant).  Coffee and light refreshments will be provided. We​
​anticipate transitioning into our worship at approximately 10:30 a.m. More details​
​forthcoming.​

​Regular Events​
​To learn more about these ministries and events, click the link or contact the office.​

​Mondays​
​4:30 - 5:30 p.m.​
​4:30 - 5:30 p.m.​
​6:30 - 7:30 p.m.​

​blank line​
​Second Helpings Community Meal​
​Whitney’s Pantry​​(12/29)​
​Zoom Bible Study​

​Tuesdays​
​9:30 - 1:00 p.m.​
​9:00 - 12:00 p.m.​

​blank line​
​Office Hours​​(Closed Holidays)​
​St. Andrew’s Guild Sewing Drop-In​​(school year)​

​blank line​
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​Wednesdays​
​6:15 - 6:30 a.m.​
​10:00 - 11:30 a.m.​

​Morning Prayer​​(live streamed)​
​Midweek Eucharist & Coffee Hour​​(no service 12/31)​

​Thursdays​
​9:30 - 2:30 p.m.​
​7:00 - 8:30 p.m.​

​blank line​
​Office Hours​​(Closed Holidays)​
​Choir​

​Fridays​
​9:30 - 2:30 p.m.​
​6:30 - 7:30 p.m.​

​blank line​
​Office Hours​​(Closed Holidays)​
​Zoom Reflection Group​

​Sundays​
​10:00 - 11:15 a.m.​
​10:00 - 10:35 a.m.​
​11:15 - 12:00 p.m.​
​11:30 -   2:00 p.m.​

​blank line​
​Holy Eucharist​​(live streamed)​
​Children’s Chapel​​(12/21)​
​Coffee & Conversation​​(more dates coming soon)​
​Youth Group​​(12/21)​

​Daily​
​During Daylight​

​blank line​
​Walk our​​Community Labyrinth​
​Enjoy our gardens and grounds to pray, rest, be​

​Donate​
​Your financial gift makes a difference. It supports our mission and ministry; our outreach programs; and provides the necessary​
​resources to care for our church campus, enabling us to share our sacred space with the wider community. To give electronically use​
​this QR code or  text “Give” (978) 525-0712.​

​Worship Leaflets & More​
​To view our electronic worship leaflet or learn more about Saints James and Andrew, visit our website by using this QR code or​
​fill out a welcome card available in the pews to let the clergy know you are interested in connecting or learning more.​

​The Episcopal Church of Ss. James & Andrew​ ​Clergy​
​8 Church Street, Greenfield, Massachusetts 01301​ ​The Rt. Rev. Dr. Douglas J. Fisher, Bishop​
​Office - 413-773-3925​ ​The Rev. Heather J. Blais, Rector​
​Email:​​office@saintsjamesandandrew.org​
​www.saintsjamesandandrew.org​ ​Parish Musician​
​YouTube:​​@churchofsaintsjamesandandrew​ ​Joseph DiMarino​
​Facebook: @​​saintsjamesandandrew​
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